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Write to Vox Pop 
Email voxpop@marshillchurch.org with your 
ideas, rants, and reactions. 


Vv 
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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Vox Pop is the “Voice of the People” known as Mars Hill Church. Mars Hill is a church based in the greater Seattle 
area. Weekly Sundays gatherings are in Shoreline and Ballard, and events, activities and small groups meet throughout 
the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by any Information Desk for a casual introduction to our church community. 
For more information, teaching, music, and more visit our website at www.marshillchurch.org. If you have additional 


questions, email voxoop@marshillchurch.org. 





Letters to Vox Pop 


Maybe video games and “cussing” aren't so great after all... 


Game Over 


Mr. Kennedy, 

In your recent article, “Games and Theology” (February 
2006), you stated many things that | strongly felt were wrong. 
Although | agree that we should not ignore the culture, | disagree 
with many if not all of your other statements. We as Christians 
should act and speak in such a way that people question us, see 
something different in us, see our hope and become followers of 
Christ. 

In your article you say that Paul did not denounce their 
idols and did not command the people to repent of their evil 
ways. That misquoting of scripture is an alarming statement. 
Paul did command everyone to repent, saying, “In the past God 
overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30). 

Paul was distressed by the idols and talked about our Lord, 
which intrigued the Athenians so much that they talked with Paul 
about God. Your article says that Paul “found the truth about 
Jesus and the gospel within their poetry and philosophy.” That 
is not true. He used their poetry to support his presentation of 
truth. The Athenians didn't think that their poetry and what Paul 
was talking about were the same things. The Athenians said 
“he seems to be advocating foreign gods,” emphasis on foreign 
(Acts 17:18). This was a new way of thinking to the Athenians, 
not an improved way of thinking. 

| am a thirteen year old boy who loves playing X-box; | own 
one. If | used your article as my guideline, | could play all | wanted 
and buy any game that was out in the market. That does not 
show discernment. Many of these games are not beneficial or 
constructive. In your article you talk about a game that paints 
a beautiful yet tragic picture of a life without hope. You say we 
should pay attention to the culture and play games to the glory of 
God. But, in reality, we should live supernaturally so that people 
engage us, we should pay attention to God, always be hopeful, 
and base what we do on whether God wants us to or not. 


— Jackson 
Thanks for the input, Jackson. It’s always good to take 


a sober look at our pastimes and reflect on how (and if) they 
fit within a life that is Jesus’. As Mr. Kennedy writes, “I’m not 


saying everyone has to play videogames—for some, they are 
an addiction or deterrent to God.” The point Kennedy makes 
is that Paul did not dismiss their idols outright; he entered 
the conversation strategically and first demonstrated that 
he had paid attention to their idols and poetry, even though 
these things ultimately depict a life without hope. This 
working knowledge allowed Paul to bring the gospel to the 
Athenians in a context they could understand. 


What the bleep do we know? 


Vox Pop, 
| am a little perplexed as to why you chose that title for 

a forum speaking about Jesus, the Church and any other 
Theological issue (“What the $#@?” March 2006). Maybe you 
were unaware of what that entendre means? | don't believe that 
to be the case. | believe you were probably trying to be edgy/flip- 
pant and thought it would be funny to write that down. Where in 
the Bible would you find Jesus using words like that? Nowhere!! 
Do you not know the verse, Ephesians 4:29? 

'm heavily involved with youth at my church and am con- 
stantly telling them to clean up their mouths and grow up. | urge 
you to do the same. 


In Christ, 
— Kevin 


Please forgive the offense, though we may interpret both 
“$0?” and Scripture a bit differently (Eph. 4:29: “Let no 
corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is 
good for building up, as fits the occassion, that it may give 
grace to those who hear” ESV). For the record, Pastor James 
thought it meant “crap,” Pastor Mark would say “pick,” and 
Mars Hill member Ted Dietz thought it stood for “pants.” 

Since we never really liked the pedestrian shock-value 
route anyway (being creative is hard sometimes), you'll be 
glad to know that the column’s title is now changed. Unless 
anyone out there has a better idea, look for the new “What 
The Ology?” feature on page X. And be sure to check out 
the sermon archive at www.marshillchurch.org for Mars hill 
pastors’ interpretation “Taming the Tongue.” 


The Motion 
Pixel 
Inaustry 


Video sermons now avallable on 
your computer 





By Andrew Myers 


While most people are still trying to figure out what 
“podcasts” are, the latest trend in the world of techno- 
tainment is already upon us: the vodcast. If that sounds like 
a stupid word, you're right. Apple Computers is cranking out 
technology faster than the speed of the English language. 
Though it’s impossible to say “vodcast” without sounding like 
an uber-dork, that's what the kids are calling the video version 
of podcasts, which are audio only. 

If you don't like saying “vodcast,” you're normal. But get 
used to it. In March, Mars Hill became one of the first church's 
to take advantage of this cutting edge technology. 

Translation: On the Mars Hill website (www. 
marshillchurch.org) in addition to downloading audio sermons 
(as always), now you can download video sermons as well. 
The vodcast thingamajig means that you can “subscribe” to 
Mars Hill programming (using ¡Tunes or a similar program) 
so that every week the video sermon will be automatically 
downloaded to your computer (or video iPod or whatever). 
If you subscribe to a vodcast or a podcast, you don't have to 
visit the website all the time to get new content, the content 
comes straight to you as soon as it becomes available. 
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“You better not be downloading porn...” 


According to the Mars Hill web director, Jason Wendorf, 
just a few days after the Mars Hill vodcast was released, 
it hit #4 in the religion section of iTunes. “What is interesting,” 
Jason explains, “Is that our feed is the only video feed in the 
top 10. All the other feeds are audio only.” 

Despite the fact that each video file is about 300MB in 
size (which is equivalent to, like, a million Word documents), 
Jason was pleased to report that “apparently there are enough 








How do you 
love the city”? 


MY bila’? 


Email your thoughts to 
voxpop@marshillchurch.org. Please. 


Last month saw the premier Seattle Metropolitan. 
Presumably, our city's latest monthly magazine will compete 
for a piece of the monopoly currently held by Seattle Magazine 
and its dozens of subscribers. 

The debut headline for the Metropolitan read, “65 Best 
Ways to Love Our City.” Page 51 reveals, however, that amore 
appropriate title would have been “65 Reasons Why Seattle is 
Awesome” or “65 Delusions That Keep Us Believing Our City 
is Just As Important Than New York-what's-it-called.” 

In any Case, the article turnead out to be more of a 
celebration than a call to action. The headline caught our at- 
tention, however; at Mars Hill, there's a lot of talk about loving 
Seattle. But what does that mean? 

Vox Pop wants to hear from you: How does one “love our 
city”? What are some practical ways to care for Seattle, our 
neighbors? Remember, this isn't about why you love Seattle, 
rather how you love Seattle. 

Send your ideas and experiences to voxpop@ 
marshillchurch.org and we'll print the “Best Ways to Love 
Our City,” according to Mars Hill. And by the way, accord- 
ing to Seattle Metropolitan, “Contrariety,” “Braggadocio,” 
“Fizziness,” and “Lack of Motion” are already taken. Y 





people interested in downloading our content,” despite the 
file size. 

He points out, however, “We are doing well in the 
Religion categories, not in ¡Tunes overall.” Nonetheless, as 
resident RSS rockstar, Jason is optimistic about developing 
this ministry. “Hopefully we can catch some buzz from the 
vodcast, as there are not any churches doing this, and not 
very many video podcasts in general.” 

If you know anyone who works or volunteers in the 
video department, be sure to give them a high five of 
encouragement. They’ve been working hard to pull this off. 
But to God be all glory. As the creator of all things—even crazy 
gizmos like vodcasts—web technology remains fully within His 
comprehension as a tool for the Gospel, for use by humble 
workers in the fields for harvest. 1% 


For more information about vodcasts, podcasts, and Mars 
Hill content, go to www.marshillchurch.org. 





aprila 


For regular news about what's happening at 
Mars Hill, subscribe to our weekly email update 
at www.marshillchurch.org. 


04.07 fri, 6:45pm - ballard 
film & theology: cinderella man 

04.09 sun, 11:15 to 12:15 — ballard 
children’s ministry training session 

04.14 fri, 6pm and 8pm - ballard 
good friday service (childcare during 
the 6pm service only) 

04.16 sun - easter sunday 
Shoreline 9:45am and 11:45am 
Ballard 8am, 9:30am, 11am, 5pm, 
and 6:30pm 

04.21 fri- 7pm - ballard 
teaching event: “Pastor Lief's Top Ten 
Characteristics of the Perfect Spouse” 





weekly this season 


sunday services 

ballard — 1401 NW Leary Way 
8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 5pm, 7pm 
(no children’s ministry during the 7pm) 


shoreline — schirmer auditorium (crista ministries 
campus), Greenwood Ave N and N 195th St 
9:45am and 11:45am 


gospel 101 

Sundays at 2pm at Mars Hill: Shoreline 
Wednesdays at 6:45pm at Mars Hill: Ballard. 
Take this class to learn more about Christianity and 
Mars Hill. Register at www.marshillchurch.org 


capstone institute 
Free theology and training classes offered at Mars Hill: 
Ballard. Register at www.marshillchurch.org; see class 
listings online and on page 15. 


proxy 

Wednesdays at 6:45pm in the Paradox. 

High school and junior high students are invited for 
worship, testimony, teaching, and prayer. 


jericho junction 

Wednesdays at 6:45pm at Mars Hill: Ballard. 

For kids age ten and under. Teaching the Word of 
God through drama and puppets 


recovery & grace groups 

If you're struggling with addiction, substance abuse, 
homosexuality, infertility, post-abortion trauma, 
childhood abuse...email recovery@marshillchurch.org. 
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Tne Resurgence 


Bringing Orthodox Theology to a Computer Near You 


By Josh Wall 





If you've been attending Mars Hill with any kind regularity 
(or perhaps even without regularity), or have recently been to 
the church website, you may have stumbled across advertising 
for something relatively new to the Mars Hill community: The 
Resurgence. 

When | first saw this, | immediately had images of 
nineteenth century preachers on a wooden stage in the middle 
of a corn field calling sinful American farmers to repentance 
by the trainload. It’s a random word association, | know, but 
my point is that I, for one, did not have the slightest clue what 
this “resurgence” was, and | expect that | was not alone. 

After visiting for a spell with current Resurgence director, 
Pastor Gary Shavey, | now have some answers as to exactly 
what this elusive project is. The Resurgence, also known by 
its full name, Resurgence Missional Theology Cooperative 
(rolls off the tongue about as smoothly as a bucket of gravel), 
is yet another brain-child of Pastor Mark Driscoll. 

Brought to the Mars Hill table in spring of 05, the project 
stayed in its conceptualization stage through the summer and 
into fall until it officially entered the development stage last 
November. A month later, in December, Pastor Gary took the 
helm, and in January of '06, the rubber hit the road and the 
website shot off into cyberspace, finding its home at www. 
theresurgence.org. 

Still wondering what it is? In Pastor Gary’s own words, 
the website is “a platform of core theological content that will 
be free...having a more conservative theology, but having an 
element of how this theology fits into culture today.” 

The basic concept is this: the Elders of Mars Hill 
Church are setting out to establish an online resource 
offering a comprehensive collection of interdenominational, 
multicultural, and multigenerational theological material that 
is open to everyone from pastors to lay people throughout 
the body of Christ, completely and utterly free. Currently, 
though, the website looks more-or-less nothing like what | just 
described. Rather, in Shavey’s terms, it is still in its “version 
one” form, which is essentially Driscoll’s blog with a link that 
allows visitors to sign up for the coming Reform & Resurge: 
2006 conference set for May 9th through the 11th, which, 
coincidentally, is the estimated timeframe for the release of 
version two of the website. 

Much like today’s www.crosswalk.com, this second 
version of Resurgence will seek to be the place where Jesus- 
lovin’, Bible-thumpin’ Christians across the U.S. log on to fill 
their heads with the latest and greatest works of yesterday’s, 
today's, and tomorrow's premier theological minds. 

As said before, one of the essential goals of this project 
is to bring together theologians from every orthodox school 
of thought. There are innumerable teachers, preachers, and 
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professors out there, from a host of different denominations, 
organizations, and universities who each have something to 
add to the universal church. 

The problem is, locked away in their little corners of 
Christendom, few people benefit from their wisdom. This is 
where Resurgence comes in. These men and women will 
now have a gateway to each other and, likewise, Christian 
learners will have a gateway to the good, hardcore Christian 
doctrine these theological powerhouses bring to the table. 
Already, for the coming conference (closely linked to the 
website), a Presbyterian, a Southern Baptist, a pastor out of 
D.C. who has “kissed dating goodbye,” a seminary professor, 
and others have agreed to come together as a starting point 
to this conservatively ecumenical end. 





“Dog loves Jesus. Dog does not 
carry a gun and prefers to beat 
people up and mace them. However, 
after calling them bowling words, 
beating them, macing them, and 
handcuffing them, he always puts 
them in his car and tells them the 
gospel with fatherly care, seeking 
to lead them to a saving relationship 
with Jesus.” — From Pastor Mark’s 
Resurgence blog about Dog the 
Bounty Hunter, a reality TV show that 
chronicles the life of this dude named 
Dog who hunts down bad guys 
and rocks a mullet. 





One of the interesting features of the Resurgence project 
is Its response to the emergent church. In trying too hard to 
reach the world about them, many churches have sacrificed 
their orthodoxy for the sake of a pseudo-relevance to culture. 
Part of the Resurgence mission is to combat this trend. As 
such, when visiting the coming “version two” site, viewers 
should not be surprised to see case-in-point examples of 
the poor and heretical theologies that currently assail the 
church. The goal in presenting these lies, followed closely by 
counteracting truth, is to prepare ourselves to snatch brothers 
back out of the fire, as the book of James puts it. According to 
Pastor Shavey, a body of Christians ready to correct doctrinal 
slip-ups within the universal church must be aware of what it 
is Up against. 

As more and more teaching and information hits the 
Resurgence website in coming months and years, viewers 





can expect various media forms to arise. The core of the site's 
content will be in the form of articles on various topics ranging 
from Trinitarian doctrine to book reviews of the newest 
theology publications to hit the shelf, all organized for easy 
searchability and quick access to new additions. 

On top of written articles, the plan for version two of the 

site already includes audio lectures, sermons, podcasts, and 
vodcasts, similar to the Mars Hill website. With all of these 
avenues at a user's disposal, everyone should have equal 
opportunity to take advantage of the knowledge offered. 
If you only have time to read a single book, it’s no problem; 
there are reviews on the site to assist in finding the best 
possible choice. If there isn't enough time in your day to read 
a book, don't worry; selected articles on your topic of interest 
from an obscure, yet brilliant east coast theologian may be 
better suited. Perhaps your weeks are as tightly packed as 
Santa's pants; a lecture given by a sweaty Texas preacher 
on mp3 would be perfect for your long commute home from 
work. Furthermore, Pastor Gary added, there is a tremendous 
ability to go outside American borders with the vodcasts, 
taking sound theology on international missions to fill the hole 
currently only filled by TBN broadcasting. Whatever the case, 
Resurgence expects to be right there, offering the teaching 
you need in the form you need it. 

If all goes as planned, come May, Gary and his developing 
team will have launched the beginning of something highly 
beneficial to pastors, churches, and lay people from coast 
to coast. By the church, for the church, and free of charge, 
this will be the cyberspace place, right in line with 2 Timothy 
3:16-17, for believers around the country to sharpen their 
scriptural knowledge and get equipped to rebuke, correct, 
and train in righteousness, grappling hand to hand with the 
issues of today’s world. 

So far, it has been a short life for a big project, but it is 
coming along splendidly, and as Gary so aptly put it, “Hard 
and fast; typical Mars Hill.” x4 





RESURGENCE 


Reformeé. 
Resurge 


Conference 2006 


May 9th — 11th at 
Mars Hilli: Ballard 


Speakers include: 
Dr. Tim Keller, Mark Driscoll, 
Anthony Bradley, Matt Chandler, & more. 


Space is limited; register now at 
www.theresurgence.com 





The Golden Age of 


Documentary 


Are these movies better than whatever it is you're watching? Probably, yes. 
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By Andrew Myers 





The list of top-grossing films from the past ten years is a 
little depressing for anyone with more than a passing interest 
in movies. Sequels galore. Budgets larger than the GNP of 
most countries. Way too much George Lucas. 

Yet while Hollywood does its poorest to cling to dwin- 
dling audiences, there is yet cause for celebration among 
cinephiles. The Golden Age of Documentary is upon us. 
Until recently, documentary films suffered negative stereo- 
types: junior high filmstrips, talking heads, and dry subject 
matter. Relegated to “educational” status, these movies were 
the Hollywood equivalent of a tenured 9th grade chemistry 
teacher—intelligent but nerdy, somewhat engaging to a few, 
but incredibly boring to most of the class. 

In the last five years, however, some of the most in- 
novative, Captivating, and, yes, entertaining films have been 
documentaries. Many still do not receive the attention they 
deserve, but when a movie about penguins in Antarctica 
grosses more than $80 million and sparks political contro- 
versy around the country, something has obviously changed 
in the documentary world. 

What led to this renaissance? Speculation reveals a rich 
catalog of modern-day classics that represent the best film- 
making of our day. 


Bowling For Columbine (2002) and 
The Control Room (2004) 


Cultural Trend: Hotbutton Politics 

Michael Moore’s manifesto about gun control and 
international policy may have fallen on deaf ears in eras 
past, but a tumultuous decade defined by events like the 
Columbine tragedy, September 11th, and the Iraq invasion 
has forced Americans to pay some attention to politics and 
government. 
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ARS Corporation 


“People really are craving context, 
they're craving depth. [..] And | think 
that documentaries like Super Size 
Me and Michael Moore's work and 
The Corporation are resonating very, 

very deeply for people.” 
—Jennifer Abbott, 
director of The Corporation 





Bowling for Columbine represents an interesting twist in 
documentary. In crafting his film, Moore opted for pathos over 
objectivity and the language of culture (sarcasm and humor) 
over the language of academia. These stylistic decisions, 
though controversial, injected new lifeblood into the old, 
detached method of documentary filmmaking, transforming 
the genre from acquired taste to a more attractive flavor. This 
film arguably made documentaries palatable to the latest 
generation of influence. 

From 9/11 to the lraq war, The Control Room takes 
viewers inside of the notorious Arab network—the largest of 
its kind—Al Jazeera. Filmed during the United States’ 2003 
invasion of Iraq, this sobering study in journalistic integrity 
turns the tables on American news. Watch enough CNN and 
you'll always hear all sides of the story...right? 


The Corporation (2003) and 
Super Size Me (2004) 


Cultural Trend: The Jon Stewart Effect 
“People think that things are going horribly wrong in 
the world in many ways,” says Joel Bachan, co-writer of The 
Corporation. “While people are starting to feel afraid and 
angst-ridden about the realties that they’re facing, the media 
(continued: SEE ‘Documentaries’ page 9) 


Vox Pop Doc Awards 

Here are more documentary-themed recommen- 
dations for your viewing pleasure and educational 
development. 


Best Special Features Doc: 

City of God 

City of God is narrative version of a true story from the 
favelas of Rio di Janeiro. Check out the special features 
piece that interviews the gangsters who police their 
neighborhood, the community that loves them, and the 
corrupt police force that perpetuates this slum of moral 
ambiguity. 


Best Old School Doc: 

Roger & Me 

Before he gained 75 pounds and became a punch-line, 
Michael Moore was a scrappy filmmaker with a heart of 
gold. In Roger & Me, Moore returns to his hometown 
of Flint, Michigan in this bleak picture of small-town 
America trampled under the feet of progress and bu- 
reaucracy. 


Best Dramatized Doc: 

Touching the Void 

A tragic accident on the icy slopes of the Andes forces 
one climber to cut his partner's lifeline and leave him 
at death’s door. The story is told by its two miraculous 
survivors, with dramatized action interspersed. This 
ain't no E! True Hollywood Story. 


Best Allegorical Doc: 

The Truman Show 

Before American Idol paved the way for crappy reality 
TV, The Truman Show used the concept to explore 
ideas of rebellion, independence, and divine provi- 
dence. It’s told in parts as a “mockumentary” (with fake 
interviews and media clips), hence it’s inclusion on the 
list. The Truman Show's excellent use of peripheral ele- 
ments like color, set, and props create a universe that 
is alluring yet eerie. 


Best Non-Doc: 

Conspiracy 

Though it’s technically not a documentary, the script 
comes from recovered minutes taken at the 1942 
Wannsee Conference. At a top-secret meeting that 
took place in a fancy house outside of Berlin, a group 
of high-ranking Nazi officials decided to implement the 
“Final Solution,” thus initiating the Shoah. This film is a 
fascinating glimpse into the depraved reaches of the 
human heart, where the chill hand of condemnation 
points towards all of us. Lest we forget... 
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ALBUM REVIEW 


Thrice is on mission with Vhelssu 


By Nathan Burke 


Band: Thrice 
Album: Vheissu 
Label: Island Records 


With their 4th full-length album, Vheissu, Orange 
County's Thrice have made a record with the kind of depth 
and attention to detail not commonly found in most contem- 
porary rock releases. 

There are some very aurally immediate elements on the 
record, such as the rock anthem “Image of the Invisible” and 
the cinematic “Red Sky.” The tunes range from the heavy 
“Hold Fast Hope” (reminiscent of Seattle's now-defunct 
math metal band, Botch), to the elegant, longing, and ach- 
ingly beautiful “Atlantic” (a song Coldplay wishes they could 
have written). 

In short, Vheissu is a challenging listen in that it de- 
mands the active engagement of the listener. There is a wide 
range of styles, spatial tones, energy and dynamics that only 
comes together as a cohesive whole through repeated spins. 
The end result could best described as oceanic. 

Adding depth to this musical landscape are the lyrics, 
which are not only life-affirming, positive, and passionate, but 
also the most blatantly Christian lyrics | have encountered 
in the mainstream market today. Almost every song on the 
record contains either direct reference to scripture or alludes 
to some other element of the Christian worldview. A few 
highlights include: 


e “Image of the Invisible.” Colossians 1:15, about Christ, but 
with shades of Genesis 1:27 and the idea that we are also 
image-bearers of God, and therefore have value. 

“Earth Will Shake” is reminiscent of Acts 16:25-28, from 
the vantage point of prisoners looking forward to the day 
of release. 


“For Miles.” This song contains the lyric “there’s no greater 
love than the one who shed his blood for his friends.” See 
John 15:13. Whoever could he be talking about? 

“Hold Fast Hope” is the story of Jonah mixed with a little 
Moby Dick for good measure. 

“Music Box”: “We feel and unseen love...we are sons and 
heirs of grace.” See Titus 3:7. 


“Like Moths to Flame” is a song about Peter's confession 
and denial of Christ. 

“Of Dust and Nations” is a song about the impermanence 
of worldly things, containing a clear reference to Matthew 
6:19: “So put your faith in more than steel, don't store your 
treasures up with moth and rust and thieves break in and 
steal...” 


“Red Sky”: “...soon the sea shall give up her dead...raise an 
empire from the bottom of the sea.” See Revelation 20:13 
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(what better and more epic way to end a record than a 
reference to Revelation?) 

The tone of Thrice's Artist in the Ambulance (2003) 
is one of questioning and doubt, whereas much of Vhe/ssu 
sounds like the thoughts, struggles, and encouragement of a 
more mature believer. 

Vheissu is by no means a flawless record. There are 
points where the record drags musically (“Stand and Feel 
Your Worth” which, despite a very tasteful electronic intro, 
wanders excessively). “Like Moths to Flame,” while passion- 
ate, feels like it was a collection of cool musical ideas that 
were pieced together somewhat forcibly. If the record suffers 
from anything, It is its own ambition in the breadth of territory 
it tries to Cover. 

But | for one would rather a record suffer from trying 
too hard than being too cool to try at all. Vheissu is not a 
“10,” but the standout tracks on the record and the trajectory 
the band is on would certainly indicate that Thrice are quite 
capable of achieving that 10...and soon. 

In the meantime, Thrice must convince audiences at 
events like Warped Tour (which Thrice has played in the 
past) to give a thoughtful and attentive listen to this bibli- 
cally inspired music that is artfully done. Chances are, when 
it comes to potential fans, Vheissu won't even appear on 
their radar because they don’t go to Warped Tour or read 
Alternative Press. For many who do pay attention, however, 
this record will prove just the right mix, ironically for the same 
reasons that make it difficult for others. 

For some it will be that life-changing record. The fact 
that Vheissu—and it’s positive message about Christ—exists 
in the mainstream market and out of the Christian ghetto is 
very encouraging. For me, Vhe/ssu represents a rare find: It’s 
a refreshingly positive and Spirit-filled record that makes me 
feel as excited, unpretentious, uninhibited, and inspired as 
many records did when | first fell in love with music. 1 





ARADO 


Elite Stranger, Hypatia Lake, 
Endeavor, & Invention 


7:30pm -$7 Sat. 4/8 


Saturday April 22 - 7pm, $7/$8 
Paint it Black, The Loved Ones, Go 
it Alone, & more 


Redefine magazine's spring issue release party... 
Friday April 28 - 8pm, $7/$10 
The Helio Sequence, Crystal 
Skulls, & Silversun Pickups 


Saturday May 6 - 7:30pm, $10 
Rainer Maria, Aloha, & more 


1401 NW LEARY WAY IN BALLARD WWIW.THEPARADOX.ORG 





For sth graders to high school seniors. 
Wednesday nights in the Paradox 
6:45-8 p.m. 

Worship, teaching, small groups, and snacks, 
Details to come for May event. 
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My roots are in lowa where | was raised on a pig farm, 
the sixth of seven siblings, born to two parents who tried 
their best to raise their children as Christians. We lived in 
the middle of nowhere. There were 13 kids in my graduat- 
ing Class. lt was a 45-minute drive to find a town with a 
McDonald's, movie theater, or traffic light, for that matter. 

In 1987, God directed me to leave the cornfields of 
lowa and head West, where | saw mountains, the ocean, and 
forests for the first time in my life. | got a job working at Island 
Lake camp, which was a great place to live in community 
with Christians and share Jesus with others. 

While working at camp in 1992, | met a beautiful 
woman with knock-out eyes who became my wife a year 
later. Our marriage got off to a rocky start, as | was immature 
in my faith and not a godly leader. | frustrated my wife with 
my lack of confidence in Christ and my pride, which kept me 
from seeking God more clearly and asking His and my wife's 
forgiveness. | was discouraged because, as someone who 
considered himself a Christian, | felt | should be able to figure 
things out and please God with my efforts. 

Ten years ago, my wife became pregnant, | started a 
new job teaching children with special needs, and we heard 
of a church that was just launching named Mars Hill. Our 
boy, Jacob, was the first baby born at Mars Hill and although 
the church had grand plans for things like a coffeehouse and 
record label, there was no nursery to care for our baby. In 
fact, folks seemed generally puzzled that a family with chil- 
dren would actually want to commit to attend Mars Hill. 

At Mars Hill, God convicted me that, although | was a 
Christian, | was a selfish, prideful, and cowardly man who 
was content with making excuses for the mediocre condition 
of my life and marriage. | began to learn about relationship 
with God, my father who loved me and wanted to know me 
just like | wanted to know my own children. He was able to 
forgive me of my sin, remove it for good, and make me a man 
who was confident, bold, and desired to know Him more 
fully. 

God has been immensely generous to me. He has 
blessed me with a beautiful wife, three precious children, 
and a church family whom he has now called me to lead. It is 
both humbling and exciting to have been called as an elder 
at Mars Hill. 

During our marriage, my wife and | have both grown 
up and matured as parents, spouses, and Christians. This 
is not due to the fact that we are innately wonderful people 
who seek to do good all the time, but instead the credit is 
completely due to God's grace and kindness given to us 
even though we don't deserve it. 14 


Pastor Phil’s Stats 


Born: 10.16.63, Buffalo Center, 
lowa 
Married: 08.14.93, to Jennifer 
Children: Jacob (9), Nate (7), 
Ellie (4) 
First set foot in Mars Hill: 1996 
Elder since: August, 2005 


Phil is a pastor in Mars Hill's pastoral care department. 
He meets with people to provide biblical counsel 











¿BREAKFASTa0 


Grub and Scrub with the 
Breakfast Club. Meet 
people and serve by 
preparing the building for 
sunday service. 


10am every Saturday 
at Mars Hill: Ballard. 


Drop-ins welcome! 





breakfastclub@marshillchurch.org 
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Confessions of an 


Ex-Tract Star 


David Condon comes clean 


By Beth Witham 





You've probably seen these pamphlets before, 
whether you wanted to or not. Maybe someone slid 
one under your bathroom stall in a restaurant. Perhaps 
somebody shoved one in front of you while walking 
around campus. Maybe you've found one lurking behind 
the cover of a hotel Bible. They're called “tracts.” One 
might walk you through “steps to salvation.” Another 
might paint a picture of the fiery chambers of hell and 
list off all the reasons why you're heading there in a 
hand basket. 

David Condon, Northwest College student by day, 
grocery store manager by night, is a Mars Hill member 
and former tract star. David grew up in a Christian sub- 
culture that few outside the faith understand. Standing 
on street corners in downtown Seattle was considered 
a normal form of evangelism, worship music was of the 
emotional high variety, and what pastor said wasn't 
questioned. 





So then, just as you received 
Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to 
live in him, rooted and built up in 

him, strengthened in the faith as you 
were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness. See to it that no one 
takes you captive through hollow 
and deceptive philosophy, which 
depends on human tradition and the 
basic principles of this world rather 
than on Christ. For in Christ all the 
fullness of the Deity lives in bodily 
form, and you have been given 
fullness in Christ, who is the head 
over every power and authority. 


-Colossians 2:6-10 





Church was where David felt accepted, and that cul- 
ture became how he identified himself. Growing up with 
cerebral palsy and having to wear a hearing aid as a child, 
David faced a lot of ridicule from other kids. At church he 
found support, acceptance, and freedom from the teasing; 
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in short, he found his niche. 

“| was the poster child for the Christian sub-culture,” 
David admits. Though evangelizing and “Christianese” like 
WWJD (What Would Jesus Do?) and FROG (Fully Rely 
on God) are by no means wrong or evil, David began to 
allow that culture to elevate his self-image above that of 
other people. 

“I was very legalistic in my views, very judgmental,” 
said David, who used to view tattoos, body piercing, and 
drinking alcohol as sin. “I would take a lot of scripture out 
of context.” 

Though he invested so much time in witnessing 
to people and working as a role model for youth in his 
church, David was extremely out of touch with the culture 
and community where he was trying to spread God's love. 
Even worse, he himself had failed to grasp the key tenets 
and truths of the faith he preached. 

“For a long time, | didn't really know my Bible,” admits 
David. “When someone asked me for a verse, l'd be like, 
‘Do you want a cookie?” 

As much as what they were doing may have seemed 
healthy and holy on the outside, internally the church in 
which David had crafted so much of his identity was fall- 
ing apart. There was a small group of people that took 
responsibility for all of the serving roles, and there was 
a lack of accountability for the church’s pastor. “The 
pastor's authority was final—-there was no overruling,” 
said David. 

Eventually, the congregation split. Meanwhile, David 
had heard about Mars Hill from friends, and had a grow- 
ing intrigue about the off-the-beaten-path church. Though 
skeptical about the church's culturally liberal approach 
and its acceptance of things such as moderate drink- 
ing and harsh language, David decided to give Mars Hill 
a shot. 

He has now been at Mars Hill for about three years. 
During that time, many of David's prior beliefs about what 
it means to be a Christian have been shattered. He no 
longer sees drinking as a sin, and takes the time to get to 
know people, instead of judging them by their appearance 
or background. Mars Hill has challenged him to think out- 
side of the “Christianese” lexicon; everyone needs God, 
but people need to be able to learn about God in a way 
that is relevant to their everyday life. There is no cookie- 
cutter way to preach the Gospel. 

David has also realized that most Americans “don’t 
even know their next-door neighbor” and are much less 

(continued: SEE ‘Tract Star’ page 9) 
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Tract Star 


( continued from page 8) 


likely to open up to a stranger on the street. He understands 
that forcing the Gospel on someone is “like trying to get 
someone to take medicine who doesn't think they're sick.” 

Mars Hill has helped stretch David's comfort zone 
and encouraged him to befriend people he would have 
formerly judged or written off as sinners because they 
lived below his level of “purity.” 

“Sin is sin; it separates you from God no matter what 
you do,” said David, who no longer sees his own sin as 
any more excusable than others. 

A good friend of David's, Jeff Chalfant, has recognized 
pronounced changes in David's identity as a Christian. 

“He has grown in his understanding of his role in this 
world; that he must connect with individuals by speaking 
their language,” said Jeff. “Dave is no longer afraid to 
enjoy music, examine movies and literature, enjoy beer, 
and spend time with nonbelievers because he knows it is 
Christ that makes him holy.” 

Although many factors have influenced David's deci- 
sion to call Mars Hill his church home, he says the thing 
that really “sealed the deal” is the heart of service he sees 
in the church's members. 

These days you're much less likely to see David 
stalling people on the sidewalk than you are to see him 
in a pub with his buddies. He says his new approach is 
working. People find him more approachable and relevant 
to their lives because he is willing to enter theirs. 

Since changing churches and many of his views on 
Christianity, David has re-bought nearly 100 CDs that he 
threw away when he first became a Christian. He tossed 
the music because he thought it would make him less holy 
than he thought he was. 

“I still believe that not all music is beneficial, but a lot 
of the music describes pop-culture beliefs. It’s the same 
concept of Film and Theology, but through listening to 
music instead of watching films.” 

David has come a long way since his years as an 
eager-to-please Christian. He’s learned that being real 
with people counts for a lot more than just trying to say 
the right thing all the time. 

“| wasted so much time just being satisfied with me- 
diocre,” David said of his past. 

“I’m realizing more: nobody's perfect,” he said. “God 
is ultimate controller of your destiny. He still uses your 
failures to allow growth.” 14 





Documentaries 


( continued from page 5) 


[is becoming] less and less real in some ways and certainly 
less and less able to convey any kind of big picture or overall 
contextual framework for people.” 

At our present juncture in the information age, it remains 
to be seen where future generations will seek their informa- 
tion. As the Fourth Estate competes for this distinction 
using loudness and flashy graphics, documentaries like The 
Corporation and Super Size Me (not to mention television’s 
The Daily Show) choose a more ironic, subtle approach that 
woos the trust of suspicious, critical thinkers unsatisfied by 
an hour in Scarborough Country. 

As long-format presentations, documentaries provide 
much more information than a token, three-minute news 
segment. In today’s sound-byte-enslaved media, The 
Corporation and Super Size Me have redeemed journalism, 
proving that in-depth research can still educate and—more 
importantly—entertain. Even when “research” means eating 
Big Macs for thirty days straight. 


Grizzly Man (2005) and 
Capturing the Friedmans (2003) 


Cultural Trend: Handheld Revolution 

The directors of Grizzly Man and Capturing the Friedmans 
used existing home video footage to craft chilling tales of de- 
pravity and delusion. Accessible technology has opened up 
new realms of creativity and democracy in filmmaking. 

Interestingly enough, the documentaries that exemplify 
this trend of “real life on tape” depict eerie, disturbing events 
that will send viewers groping for answers. 

Director Werner Herzog edited video footage shot by 
the grizzly bear-obsessed Timothy Treadwell. Treadwell— 
confused at best, insane at worst—worships nature and the 
animals that ultimately destroy him. Herzog refutes this opti- 
mism, concluding, “I believe the common denominator of the 
universe is not harmony, but chaos, hostility, and murder.” 

A similar, stark reality is depicted in Capturing the 
Friedmans, which chronicles the life of a suburban family. 
Over the course of a decade or so, the family and the lives 
of its members are utterly destroyed by secret sin and 
deep seeded delusion. Again, through video shot by the 
film’s subjects (the Friedmans themselves), the reality of life 
without Jesus resounds so vividly, few movies haunt at such 
a profound and disturbing level. 


Murderball (2005) and 
Born Into Brothels (2004) 


Cultural Trend: Global Village 

Everyone has a story. And let's be honest: some 
people's stories are more interesting than others. One of 
the great things about living in a time and a place where 
prosperity and freedom allow the pursuit and development 
of creativity is that more stories come to light. 

Documentary filmmaking in an ever-shrinking world 


“It is not so much a look at wild na- 

ture as it is an insight into ourselves 

and our nature.” — Werner Herzog, 
director of Grizzly Man 





means that we have the privilege of witnessing life in 
Calcutta's red light district. Such an other-wordly experience 
elicits three questions far too often ignored in the West: 
“why not me?” “what would | do?” and “how do | respond?” 
Gratefulness, humility, and passion (as well as the less 
pleasant though not unrelated: conviction, angst, and depres- 
sion) also stem from the best film of 2005, Murderball, which 
tells the story of championship wheelchair rugby players. 
This movie epitomizes the Golden Age of Documentary: 
based on rock-solid storytelling, it is a medium that tran- 
scends genre. Murderball excels as a white-knuckle action 
movie, a tear-jerking drama, an astute social commentary, 
and a light-hearted comedy (while at the same time paying 
homage to documentary filmmaking’s educational roots). 


Spellbound (2002), 
Mad Hot Ballroom (2005), and 
To Be and To Have (2002) 


Timeless Trend: Kids Are Cute 

Like Murderball, the documentaries in this category 
reinvigorate Hollywood conventions that all-too often depend 
on tired clichés. Spellbound, Mad Hot Ballroom, and To Be 
and To Have do for cute kid flicks what Murderball does for 
family dramas. In the process, these gentle yet captivating 
films reveal what is perhaps the fundamental element of 
successful documentaries: they show instead of tell. 

Teacher Georges Lopez firmly yet kindly coaxes his 
elementary students out of themselves and into humble 
respect for one another in To Be and To Have. In Mad Hot 
Ballroom, fifth grade girls speculate about their futures and 
how to avoid the mistakes of their parents before them. 
And Spellbound middle school students deal with the 
stress of growing up in the bittersweet world of capitalist 
competition. 


Very few films that wrestle with themes like 
socioeconomic disparity, parental authority, education reform, 
and adolescence accomplish the task without resorting to 
heavy-handed preaching or cardboard stereotypes. While 
plenty of documentary filmmakers approach their task with 
a pre-meditated agenda, to their advantage they do so by 
observing real life. In the process, moments of serendipity 
are not uncommon; human truth is revealed as life—not a 
contrived script—unfolds. 

While a screenwriter, director, actors, cinematographer 
and the like may influence a project with their own life 
experience, good documentaries grow in a more organic 
environment. In a society inhabited by an inquisitive, camera- 
toting populace, the fruit of this grassroots effort is more 
abundant than ever. Enjoy the harvest that is the Golden Age 
of Documentary. 1% 
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By Nadia 





Hi. My name is Nadia. I’m new here, and a bit lost-and 
maybe you are, too. lm just now getting my footing and 
finding my way in this giant, poorly lit, constantly changing 
church (hey, rooms disappear for months and then mysteri- 
ously reappear. | mean, is that even fair to new people?). 
Anyway, | thought I’d let you in on my inner monologues of 
Mars Hill adventures, and we could discover what it means 
to be a part of this church together. So, join me as I share... 

“I’m not listening!” you shout. “You're in the Vox Pop! 
You're from the other side!” 

Wait, wait! | know it seems like I’m one of “them.” You 
know, the “them” that casually mention stories of church 
buildings past, that wear headsets, carry walkie-talkies, and 
always seem to walk with purpose to destinations behind 
doors and curtains. 

But I’ve only been here for about a year, a member for 
less. Still suspicious? If | told you that I’ve never met Pastor 
Mark, does that lend me more credibility? Well, it’s true: 
| haven't met Pastor Mark. Moreover, | have never worn a 
headset and | never saw anything behind any curtains until a 
month ago. So stick with me. 

For my first Vlog (“Vox Pop log”), | would like to ad- 
dress the topic of the Gospel Class. This class goes by 
many aliases, just to make sure you stay confused: The New 
Members Class, Gospel 101, Gospel 102, or Greenhorn 
Initiation. Kidding about the last one. 

See, Mars Hill kind of tricked me into becoming a mem- 
ber. | had visited a few times, and really enjoyed the teaching. 
Then | heard there were these “Capstone classes.” Having 
graduated college two years prior, | was really missing the 
joys of taking classes and learning new things. Mock me, if 
you will, but l'Il see you at the next class about sex, love, and 
dating. Yeah, that's what | thought. 

Well, darn it if you didn’t have to sign up for the be- 
ginner Gospel Class to be able to take any of the fabulous 
Capstone classes | was interested in. lt hurt my pride. 101° 
Hello, | took 400-level courses when | was twenty! But | 
wanted to take the other classes (notice the ‘take’ theme 
emerging in these stories of my life). Fine, | said to myself, it 
can't hurt to hear them go over basic Christianity again. But 
does it really take 8 weeks? 

| signed up. 

Every Wednesday, | commuted an hour and a half each 
way. | sat defiantly independent in a row all to myself, with 
about 300 other people peppering the big room's thousand 
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or so chairs. Arms crossed, | didn't talk to anyone else. | was 
there for the class, certainly not the people. All right, punks, 
| thought, you made me come. Tell me something | don't 
know. Impress me with your “107.” 

To my surprise, | had plenty to learn (shocking, | know). 
It did cover basic Christianity, but | definitely needed the 
refresher. It also explained MH's theological and practical 
skeleton. (Side note: to give yourself a jump-start on sound- 
ing pro: start referring to Mars Hill in writing as “MH.” | just 
learned that trick a few weeks ago.) 





“| would like to address the topic of 
the Gospel Class. This class goes by 
many aliases, just to make sure you 

stay confused: The New Members 

Class, Gospel 101, Gospel 102, or 

Greenhorn Initiation.” 





There was a fabulous class on how we got the Bible 
we have today. One class discussed Community Groups 
and why they are so important especially at a church this 
size. Another one discussed the biblical view of finances in 
the most forthright-yet-gentle manner I’ve ever heard. Yet 
another discussed the “missional church” paradigm, giving 
me an idea of MH's purpose and direction. 

It was a gentle wooing process...until | started hearing 
talk of a foreboding event called a “new members day” with 
a “membership interview.” 

| hate interviews. | hate, hate, hate interviews. The 
mere thought conjures coffee-withdrawal symptoms in me. 
They make me clammy and jittery. They make me say stupid 
things about myself. | hate them. But | was in love. | no longer 
wanted just to take classes; | wanted to become a part of this 
church. 

So after | had filled out a bunch of paperwork about my per- 
sonal faith and theological beliefs, | called my one member 
friend who had gone through the process already. 


Me: What happened? Did they glare at you? Did they 
shine a light in your eyes? Did they ask you to pick 
sides with the Calvinists? 

Amigo: No, no, it was fine. My wife and | dressed up and 
were nervous, but it was not scary at all. They just 

(continued: SEE ‘VLog’ page 13) 
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excited? 


SIGN UP FOR THE 
GOSPEL 101 € 1 02 CLASS 
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT WHO WE ARE 
AND WHAT WE BELIEVE. 


GO TO WWW. MARSHILLCHURCH. LO) NE 


FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO 
REGISTER FOR THIS CLASS. 


MA 





) MARS HILL CHURCH 











MARS HILL 








04.01 Tour de West Seattle - Explore the shorelines 
and parks of West Seattle on bicycles. 


Ali Wick at awick@anchorenv.com 


04.08 Lake Serene Hike - A scenic hike in the Alpine 
Lakes Wilderness area. Moderate Difficulty. 


Dan Harder at dan_harder@hotmail.com 


04.15 North Bend Climbing - All skill levels welcome. 
No experience necessary. Space is limited, so 
sign up soon. 


Michael Pepera at Michael@pepera.org 


04.22-23 SCUBA and Camping at Dosewallips 
- A weekend of camping, hiking, SCUBA and 
fellowship. 


Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspul@yahoo.com 


04.29 Kayaking on Lake Union - A great morning out 
on the water. No experience necessary. 


Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspul@yahoo.com 


04.29 Bicycling on Burke-Gilman - A morning of 
bicycling around Lake Washington. 


Justin Auld at ¡lauldOyahoo.com 


WEEKLY ACTIVITIES... 


Every Sunday, 1:00 pm: Weekly Bicycling Trips throughout 
Seattle. Contact Rick Masters at rikmasters@gmail.com 


Every Thursday: Weekly Ultimate Frisbee. Contact 
Michael Pepera at Michael@pepera.org 
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The Other 
Journal 


Explores Faith 


and Justice 


Film festival at SPU aims to work 
your conscience, April 7-9 


By Ryan Brett 





Year after year, we wade through the cinematic glut and 
scoop up the subtle viewpoints of a multitude of directors 
and writers. After the lights come on and the popcorn tub 
is emptied we silently make out way out of the theater, but 
we don't leave empty-handed. We, sometimes unknowingly, 
carry with us a world-view that we seldom engage. 

From your typical sappy drama down to the gritty docu- 
mentary, film has always been a conveyor of thought and a 
reflection of our society, providing a reflection of both our 
societal ills and strengths. At Mars Hill, movies are viewed as 
“modern day techno-pulpits that influence how we feel, think, 
and act.” Inherent in this is a calling and a responsibility to 
view film in relation to the Gospel and how Jesus calls us (as 
Christians) to live. 

This calling has not been lost on The Other Journal 
(TOJ), an online publication, which seeks to understand 
the intersection between theology and culture through a 
Christian lens. Originally founded in 2002 by Chris Keller 
and Brian Munz, TOJ, through the help of many volunteers, 
compiles articles, interviews, and voices from respected 
Christian theologians. It tries to open a virtual conversation 
where theological ideas can be discussed and contemplated 
by various groups and individuals, to look at where theology 
and popular culture intersect. 

Film, Faith and Justice (FFJ), a three-day event hosted by 
TOJ, will do just that. Tightly packing eight socially charged 
films, three credible speakers, and four panel discussions 
correlated with the films and topics prevalent in our society, 
FFJ is set to stir the hearts and minds of its attendees. Sean 
Jackson, the Social Justice Editor for TOJ, states that the 
goal of FFJ and TOJ is “to create an atmosphere that will en- 
courage participation by everyone, independent of personal 
beliefs...to bring all people, not necessarily just people of 
faith, into the discussion, for the benefit of all.” 

If you attend the festival (April 7 through 9), plan on 
seeing films that are currently being shown in the 2006 
Human Rights Watch International Film Festival in New York 
and London. Street Fight, by Marshall Curry, documents 
the “underbelly of American democracy,” and Occupation: 
Dreamland, by Garrett Scott, reveals the daily lives of soldiers 
stationed in Iraq. Other films included are The Education of 


Presenting the films of the Haman Rights Watch 
INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 





Shelby Knox, The State of Fear, Private, and several others. 
FFJ is undoubtedly packed with revealing and question-spur- 
ring movies. 

Along with the films, each day a notable speaker will 
facilitate a topical panel discussion aimed to encourage 
dialogue and explore what it means to be a “Christian” in 
a world that is socially unjust, seeking to unify our definition 
of justice and Faith, and ask where our acts play in the mix. 
The speakers will be on hand to discuss current theological 
concepts using the films viewed as backdrops and conver- 
sational topics. The discussions will not be based on the 
films, but will be topical and encourage conversation from all 
on current topics of justice in our society, while pulling from 
the films to illustrate and spur dialogue. 

Jackson notes, “[It’s] more about the conversation and 
discussions, the spurring of thought, and hopefully, of action.” 
“[The films] cause you to think about issues and topics that 
most people don’t need to think about on a daily basis...they 
speak to moral issues larger than just the surface story.” 

It seems that people are socially directed to live out a 
surface story and avoid topics that don't directly affect them. 
But, as Christians, we are called to do more, to uphold jus- 
tice and to look out for one another. “What does the LORD 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)” 1% 


The Film, Faith, and Justice event will be held at Seattle 
Pacific University on April 7 through the 9. For a schedule 
of events, to purchase tickets, or for more information, 
see the following websites: filmfaithandjustice.com, 
theotherjournal.com 
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Whats so “Good” About Good Friday’? 


Ask the Catholics 


The Friday before Easter is traditionally known as 
“Good Friday.” It’s the day that we commemorate Jesus’ 
death on the Cross, which took place on the Friday before 
the very first Easter Sunday. 

This year, the distinction falls on April 14th. Mars 
Hill will hold services (in Ballard only) at 69m and 8pm. 
These services are usually a time for somber reflection 
and meditation, an opportunity to prepare our hearts for 
the great celebration that takes place just a couple of 
days later. 

It's an amazing representative of the beauty that is 
Christian paradox: total depravity, scorn, and shame on 
Friday—the effects of our sin—and joy, redemption, and 
new life on Sunday—the effects of His sacrifice. As many 
a great theologian has said (more eloquently), the better 
we understand the horror of our sin (Friday), the more 
fully we can appreciate the grace of God (Sunday). 

In the sense that Friday’s death is necessary for 
Sunday's life, that's kind of “good,” in a roundabout sort 
of way. But is that all there is to it? Why do we call the 


night on which we celebrate the death of Jesus “good”? 
As keepers of longtime tradition, here’s the Catholic 
historians have to say: 

Good Friday, called Feria VI in Parasceve in the 
Roman Missal (the book which contains the prayers said 
by the Catholic priest at the altar), he hagia kai megale 
paraskeue (the Holy and Great Friday) in the Greek 
Liturgy, Holy Friday in Romance Languages, Charfreitag 
(Sorrowful Friday) in German, is the English designation 
of Friday in Holy Week-—that is, the Friday on which the 
Church keeps the anniversary of the Crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ. 

Parasceve, the Latin equivalent of paraskeue, 
preparation (i.e. the preparation that was made on the 
sixth day for the Sabbath; see Mark 15:42), came by 
metonymy to signify the day on which the preparation 
was made; but while the Greeks retained this use of the 
word as applied to every Friday, the Latins confined its 
application to one Friday. Irenaeus and Tertullian speak 
of Good Friday as the day of the Pasch; but later writers 


distinguish between the Pascha staurosimon (the passage 
to death), and the Pascha anastasimon (the passage to 
life, i.e. the Resurrection). At present the word Pasch is 
used exclusively in the latter sense. The two Paschs are 
the oldest feasts in the calendar. 

From the earliest times the Christians kept every 
Friday as a feast day; and the obvious reasons for those 
usages explain why Easter is the Sunday par excellence, 
and why the Friday which marks the anniversary of Christ's 
death came to be called the Great or the Holy or the Good 
Friday. The origin of the term Good is not clear. Some say 
itis from “God's Friday” (Gottes Freitag); others maintain 
that it is from the German Gute Freitag, and not specially 
English. Sometimes, too, the day was called Long Friday 
by the Anglo-Saxons; so today in Denmark 


From the Catholic Encyclopedia (www.NewAdvent.org) 















Mars Hill: Ballard only 


April 14*, 6pm & 8pm 
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“EASTER SUNDAY «¿ 


Mars Hill: Ballard `. 
8am, 9.30am, 11am, 
5pm & 6.30pm. 


(childcare at the AM Services only.) E 


Mars Hill: Shoreline... 
9.45am, 11.45am , 


(childcare at the both services) 





What if | want to baptize a baby? 


Q: Can a Christian believe that infant baptism is 
okay? Can I still be a member at Mars Hill Church if I 
think infant baptism is okay? 


A: First of all, to clarify, Mars Hill Church does not practice 
infant baptism. To learn more about baptism—what it is, 
what it ain't, and why we do it like we do—pick up a free 
copy of “Baptism: An Explanation of Believer Baptism and 
Refutation of Contrary Belief,” the Mars Hill elders’ official 
take on the sacrament. 

In regards to your specific predicament, the answer 
to your question depends on whether you are asking (1) 
if one can disagree with the elders of Mars Hill on infant 
baptism and still be a “member” of our church. Or (2) if one 
can disagree with the elders of Mars Hill on infant baptism, 
and still be regarded as a Christian. In regards to the latter 
question, the answer is certainly yes. We have a high regard 
for Luther and Calvin, as well as contemporary pastors such 
as Doug Wilson (all subscribe to paedobaptism, the baptism 
of infants). 

However, the answer to the first question is different. 
Obviously, if the elders are under the strong conviction that 
infant baptism is not biblical, they cannot in good conscience 
perform the ordinance for parents who want their children 
baptized. Nor would it be appropriate to have people baptize 


their children at a church other than the one they attend 
(in this case Mars Hill) because that would significantly 
undermine the leadership of the elders. Thus, the question 
becomes, “can someone who believes Scripture calls us to 
baptize our children be a member at Mars Hill, where they 
will not be able to act in accordance with their conscience?” 
Probably not. 

But if one sees little difference between infant 
baptism and believer baptism, that person would probably 
be comfortable in a church that prefers either practice. 
Someone like this, who is undecided or indifferent about 
infant baptism, may likely choose to attend Mars Hill. 

In conclusion, you may hear us talk about issues like 
speaking in tongues and infant baptism as “open-handed 
issues.” Both are open-handed in the sense that we 
acknowledge that people may hold views different from our 
own, and still be regarded as brothers and sister in Christ. 
Yet within the Mars Hill community speaking in tongues 
and infant baptism are different in that someone can speak 
in tongues in private, or with others of a like mind, without 
demanding that the elders or anyone else in the church 
engage in something that they believe to be unbiblical. 

Baptism, on the other hand, is something that we believe 
should be a community activity involving the entire church. 
Thus if someone makes it clear that they feel convicted to 
baptize their baby, we will present them with our biblical 
case for believer baptism, and if we still disagree we may 
advise them to consider going to another church. 14 


-Theology Response Team 


Questions? Email voxpop@marshillchurch.org. Guest 
Services Coordinator Lisa Beyeler administrates the 
Theology Response Team, made up of a few members 
who respond to the tough questions that inundate Mars 
Hill inboxes. 





VLog 


(continued from page 5) 


ask if you have any questions, talk about giving, and 
try to hook you up with a Community Group and 


serving. 

Me: No “what are your worst character traits” 
questions? 

Amigo: No. 

Me: No “give me 3 reasons why we should let you be a 


member of our church” questions? 
Amigo: Nadia, NO! It’s not a job interview, ok? Relax— 
Me: Easy for you to say, you never have to do it again! 


For all my whining, it wasn’t so bad at all. Yeah, it was 
awkward, but it wasn’t painful. Pretty much just like my 
friend said. 

The member who interviewed me mentioned that | would 


receive a “welcome packet” via mail and get access to the 
secret-society member website. | never received a welcome 
packet so | don’t have anything to share with you about that. 
| thought | didn’t make the cut for membership or something, 
but a few months later | did get a secret password to the 
member site, so | guess | did make tt. 

Anyway, my interviewer also tried to cajole me into a 
Community Group. Though | had my excuses-l lived waaay 
too far away to join one—she wouldn't let me off the hook. I’m 
glad, but that, my friends, is a tale for another time. That’s the 
end of my Gospel Class tale. 

If you have obnoxious, paranoid questions like | did, lots 
of people would love to help put you at ease. And take it from 
an introverted newb: they won't bite. The more you talk to 
them, the easier it gets. Just e-mail connect@marshillchurch. 
org. And remember, there's a lot of us newbs, so give them 
some time to respond and don't take it personally. 

Until next time, peace out! 1% 


film&theology 


All stories possess shared themes, and many 
films are saying a lot more than you realize. Join 
us aS we engage contemporary culture and 
view this art form through a discerning lens. 


“Cinderella Man” 
Friday April 7, 6:45pm - Ballard 


M MARS HILL CHURCH 
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Luther 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





Martin Luther towers over western history as one of 
the most important people who has ever lived. He lived from 
1483 to 1546, an amazing period of history that included the 
revolution of the printing press and men such as Copernicus, 
Henry VIII, Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, John Knox, 
Christopher Columbus, and John Calvin. 

The copper miner's son was born at Eiselben, which is 
about 120 miles outside of Berlin. Luther's keen intellect was 
apparent from a young age. He began studying law at the 
university when he was only thirteen and he finished both his 
bachelor's and master's degrees in the shortest time period 
allowed by the university. 

At the age of twenty-one while traveling home during 
a severe thunderstorm, Luther was nearly struck by lightning. 
Fearful, he interpreted it as a sign from God and declared, “l 
will become a monk.” 

As a Catholic monk Luther lived in terror of the wrath 
of God and sought by every means available to make him- 
self righteous in God's sight. This included a life of prayer, 
severe fasting which caused him intestinal problems later in 
life, sleepless nights, freezing cold, and even beating his own 
body to the point of considerable pain, all in an effort to pay 
God back for his sin. 

All of Luther’s self-denial and pain were the result of 
poor theological instruction. Simply, he had been told that 
the world is filled with good people and bad people and that 
God lovingly saves the good people and angrily damns the 
bad people. Therefore, the only hope a person had was to 
essentially save themselves by doing righteous things to 
make themselves holy. 


Vv 
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While pursuing a doctorate in Bible, Luther devotedly 
studied the Psalms and the book of Romans, and he began 
to see the gospel rightly. Speaking of that time, Luther said, 
“At last meditating day and night, by the mercy of God, |. . 
. began to understand that the righteousness of God is that 
through which the righteous live by a gift of God, namely by 
faith .. . Here | felt as if | were entirely born again and had 
entered paradise itself through the gates that had been flung 
open.” 

By God's grace and the teaching ministry of the Holy 
Spirit, Luther came to see that righteousness is not a state 
that a sinner merits for themselves. Instead, righteousness 
is a gift that God gives to the sinner who simply trusts in 
Jesus Christ alone for salvation. Through this great biblical 
truth of justification by faith alone through grace alone by 
Jesus Christ alone, the power of the gospel was unleashed 
to reform the church. 

The conflict over the nature of the gospel started with 
Luther studying Scripture and gained momentum on All 
Saints’ Eve in 1517 when Luther publicly denounced the sale 
of indulgences. Living persons could buy indulgences from 
the Catholic Church as relief from the punishment for sin for 
themselves or their dead relatives suffering in the mythical 
purgatory. Luther called for a public debate on this and other 
theological matters that he correctly saw as incongruent with 
the teachings of Scripture, outlining his complaints in the 
now legendary Ninety-Five Theses. 

Luther’s criticisms of the church gathered enough 
support that in 1521 he was required to stand before the 
Holy Roman Emperor Charles V at Worms, Germany. Great 
pressure was exerted on Luther to recant of his teachings, 
which caused him much anguish. In the end, Luther boldly 




















The doors of All Saints Church in Wittenberg, where 
Martin Luther nailed the 95 theses. 


EE | said, “Unless | can 
| be instructed and 
convinced with 
evidence from the 
Holy Scriptures or 
with open, clear, and 
distinct grounds of 
reasoning . . . then | 
cannot and will not 
recant, because it 
is neither safe nor 
wise to act against 
conscience.” Then 
he added, “Here | 
stand. | can do no 
other. God help 
me! Amen.” Luther 





was subsequently 
denounced as a heretic, declared as a “demon in the ap- 
pearance of a man,” and forced into hiding for ten months. 
The remainder of his life was essentially lived as an outlaw on 
the run. 

Some of his critics were so opposed to him that they 
began a rumor that unlike Jesus whose mother conceived 
by God, Luther’s mother conceived by Satan. And the rumor 
actually gained support! Conversely, Luther’s fans made him 
something of a rock star, complete with posters of him that 
sold out as soon as they hit the shelves. 

In the ensuing years Luther married the runaway nun 
Katharina von Bora, whom he frequently praised for her 
beer-making skills. Luther was also known to be a rather foul- 
mouthed and foul-tempered man who liked to curse out and 
mock his opponents. He once became so sick of his church 
that he told them, “It annoys me to keep preaching to you,” 
and went on strike against his own church and refused to 
preach for a season. 

Nonetheless, Luther translated the entire Bible into 
German, wrote the great hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God,” published many books and pamphlets totaling some 
sixty thousand pages, and published both the Larger and 
Smaller Catechism, which have been loved by Lutherans as 
well as other Christians ever since for their clear teaching of 
essential biblical doctrines despite his own wishes that “all 
my books would disappear and the Holy Scriptures alone be 
read.” 

By the end of his life, Luther knew most of the New 
Testament and large sections of the Old Testament by heart 
as he clung to the Scriptures for guidance in tumultuous 
times. Eventually, Luther simply burned out after years of 
exhausting work, which included extensive preaching, and 
died in 1546 at the age of sixty-three. 1% 


Note: Most of the research from this article is taken from 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/special/ 
131christians/luther.html. 


95 Problems 
But the Pope 
Aint One 


Martin Luther’s 95 Theses altered the course of Western 
civilization. While most people learned about this document 
in high school social studies class, few are familiar with its 
contents. Ironically enough, Luther upholds the papal office 
and even indulgences themselves, in certain circumstances. 
The message of the unabashed grace and absolution 
contained in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, however, emerges 
tantamount. Here’s a sampling: 


1. When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, “Repent” 
(Mt 4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to be one of 
repentance. 


2. This word cannot be understood as referring to the sac- 
rament of penance, that is, confession and satisfaction, as 
administered by the clergy. 


3. Yet it does not mean solely inner repentance; such inner 
repentance is worthless unless it produces various outward 
mortification of the flesh. 


4. The penalty of sin remains as long as the hatred of self 
(that is, true inner repentance), namely till our entrance into 
the kingdom of heaven. 


36. Any truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission 
of penalty and guilt, even without indulgence letters. 


37. Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in 
all the blessings of Christ and the church; and this is granted 
him by God, even without indulgence letters. 


45. Christians are to be taught that he who sees a needy 
man and passes him by, yet gives his money for indulgences, 
does not buy papal indulgences but God's wrath. 


46. Christians are to be taught that, unless they have more 
than they need, they must reserve enough for their family 
needs and by no means squander it on indulgences. 


49. Christians are to be taught that papal indulgences are 
useful only if they do not put their trust in them, but very 
harmful if they lose their fear of God because of them. 


50. Christians are to be taught that if the pope knew the 
exactions of the indulgence preachers, he would rather that 
the basilica of St. Peter were burned to ashes than built up 
with the skin, flesh, and bones of his sheep. 

62. The true treasure of the church is the most holy gospel of 
the glory and grace of God. 








capstone 


Gospel 101 and 102 serve as the prerequisite for all 
Capstone classes except the Foundations Series. To regis- 
ter for classes, go to www.marshillchurch.org. 


SUNDAY GOSPEL CLASS 

AT MARS HILL: SHORELINE, 
Staring April 9th in Schirmer Auditorium 

2 to 4:30. 

If you're interested in becoming a member at Mars Hill--or 
if you'd just like to learn more about Christianity, Jesus, and 
what we believe, sign up for the Gospel Class. This class is 
the first to be offered at Mars Hill: Shoreline, and it’s open 
to anyone--regardless of where you attend on Sundays. 


WEDNESDAY CLASSES 

AT MARS HILL: BALLARD 
(childcare provided) 

6:45-8:30 May 7-28, no classes May 10 
(Reform and Resurge Conference) 


Gospel Class 102 

Led by Mars Hill Church Pastors 

Are you on board with Mars Hill1s mission? Gospel 102 is 
the companion class to Gospel 101. Gospel 102 serves 
to layout the framework in which Mars Hill Church sees 
as our future in achieving our mission and purpose in 
Seattle. Content of the class covers the missional church, 
stewardship, core values and what it means to covenant 
with Mars Hill. We ask every potential church member to 
take Gospel 102 and see if Mars Hill is truly a place where 
they belong. If you havenit taken Gospel 101 you may still 
take 102. This class is required for church membership and 
many of our subsequent Capstone Classes. 





63. But this treasure is naturally most odious, for it makes the 
first to be last (Mt. 20:16). 


64. On the other hand, the treasure of indulgences is natu- 
rally most acceptable, for it makes the last to be first. 


92. Away, then, with all those prophets who say to the people 
of Christ, “Peace, peace,” and there is no peace! (Jer 6:14) 


93. Blessed be all those prophets who say to the people of 
Christ, “Cross, cross,” and there is no cross! 


94. Christians should be exhorted to be diligent in following 
Christ, their Head, through penalties, death and hell. 


95. And thus be confident of entering into heaven through 
many tribulations rather than through the false security of 
peace (Acts 14:22). 


Cults 

Scott Hedgcock, member at Mars Hill Church 

Is Jesus the spirit brother of Lucifer? Are we saved by the 
archangel Michael? Will only 144,000 people enter heaven? 
Can your positive confession create wealth, healing and 
happiness? Should Mars Hillians all wear white sneakers, 
marry en masse and drink cool aid while waiting for UFO’s? 
These issues all reside in the kingdom of the cults. Come 
to Apologetics 201 where we will examine some of the 
common cults that exist today. This class will offer Christians 
of all maturity levels the basic tools to respond to cultic 
distortions of the Christian faith. The emphasis will be on 
understanding the beliefs of the cults, the Biblical alternative 
and the practical, loving response we are required to give. 


Gospel & Culture 

Pastor James Harleman 

Movies. Political Correctness. Rock stars. Entitlement. Cuss 
Words. Reality TV. Self-Esteem. We live in a culture that is media 
and material-driven, bound together by shared experience and 
living on empty promises and baseless platitudes. Even in 
Christian community, the way we interact with our surrounding 
culture often models this mindset, tainting our approach to 
God's Word and the methods in which we pursue His Great 
Commission for our lives. However, segregation from the 
world is not a biblical alternative. The truth is that very little 
is “inconsequential”, and everything preaches. Goals of this 
class are to expose cultural presuppositions, explore biblically 
how culture can be used for evangelism, and also redefine 
how we think about “entertainment” in relation to what we 
engage Culturally (and why). 


Old Testament Overview 

Pastor Gary Shavey (M.A. in Ministry) 

Those that attend this class will biblically integrate the entirety 
of Scripture by understanding the present day relevance of 
our Old Testament. This is a study of the foundations of the 
Old Testament so we will focus on the bigger concepts and 
truths. We will be looking at foundational concepts such as 
the Kingdom of God and covenants in the Old Testament 
context. We will seek to understand the foundational and 
present day application of the New Testament and Christ’s 
consummation. You will walk away with a completely renewed 
outlook of the Old and New Testament. 


SUNDAY CLASS 

AT MARS HILL: BALLARD 
(no childcare) 

2:30-4:00 May 7-28 


Colossians: Christ is Life! 

Adam Sinnett, Deacon at Mars Hill Church 

The Gospel. The supremacy of Christ. The sinfulness of sin. 
False teaching and destructive heresy. Is the Gospel anything 
more than a ticket to heaven? Is Christ God? Why does our 
sin matter? How do we identify false teaching today? Join us 
as we examine these and other themes in one of the Apostle 
Paul's most Christ-magnifying epistles. 
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Mars Hill 


Community 
Groups 


All community groups take place in the 
homes of church members who are 
committed to sharing their lives with 
those who participate in their group. 
The purpose of community groups is 
to provide a warm environment with 
opportunities for you to connect and 
grow authentic relationships and lasting 
biblical friendships with your brothers 
and sisters in Christ, experience authentic 
biblical community with God and others, 
find nourishment and accountability as 
you mature in your own walk with Christ 
and establish a support center from 
which you will go out into your various 
social networks carrying the hope of the 
Gospel. 

Prayerfully consider joining a 
community group. A comprehensive list 
of groups with contact information is 
available online, in the connect center, 
and below. If you're interested in hosting 
or leading a Community Group, email 
leadership @marshillchurch.org. 






Ballard Monday 7pm 

Led By: Mark Blair, Craig Baker 
Contact: Kirsten Blair 

Phone: 206-783-1970 

Email: kirstentheblair@yahoo.com 


Ballard Monday 7pm 

Led By: Jon Bugler 

Contact: Levi Mulkey 

Phone: 206-229-5234 

Email: Imulkey@u.washington.edu 


Des Moines Monday 7pm 
Led By: Rob Thomas 
Contact: Michelle Thomas 
Phone: 206-592-0472 

Email: bluedane@comcast.net 


Greenwood Monday 7:45pm 
Led By: Caleb Davis 

Contact: Caleb Davis 

Phone: 206-297-6164 

Email: davisc@spu.edu 


Magnolia Monday 7pm 

Led By: Bill Swayne 

Contact: Jim and Joni Harvey 
Phone: 206-947-5286 

Email: j-jharvey@windermere.com 


Mill Creek Monday 7pm 

Led By: Craig Marais 

Contact: Mike Seggelink 

Phone: 425-338-9692 

Email: imseggelinKWhotmail.com 


Redmond Monday 7pm 
Led By: Bo Rohlfsen 
Contact: Bo Rohlfsen 
Email: rohlfsen@gmail.com 
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University District Monday 6:30pm 
Led By: Taylor Aldridge 
Contact: Taylor and Cricket Aldridge 
Phone: 206-525-3455 
Email: design@brainstormmedia.com 


Ballard Tuesday 

Led By: Jordan McDevitt 
Contact: Jordan McDevitt 
Phone: 206-291-4130 

Email: highlakes@hotmail.com 


Ballard Tuesday 7:30pm 

Led By: David Pauls 

Contact: David and Patty Pauls 
Phone: 206-235-4215 

Email: pattyOstarfishcreative.com 


Ballard Tuesday 6:30pm 

Led By: Fawn Hall 

Contact: Fawn Hall 

Phone: 206-706-8379 

Email: gasket_girlWhotmail.com 
For Women Only 


Ballard Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Jeremy Foster 

Contact: Jeremy Foster 

Phone: 206-250-7637 

Email: jeremyrfoster@hotmail.com 
For Men Only 


Bothell Tuesday 6:30pm 

Led By: Sam Barrett 

Contact: Sam and Beth Barrett 
Phone: 425-398-9490 

Email: samandbethbarrettWyahoo.com 


Central District Tuesday 

Led By: Wes Oaks 

Contact: Wes and Jamie Oaks 
Phone: 206-329-1176 

Email: wesleyandjamie@hotmail.com 


Crown Hill Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Adelle George, Mike O'Dea 
Contact: Mike O'Dea 

Phone: 206-696-1281 

Email: odea.mike@googlemail.com 


Edmonds Tuesday 6:40pm 

Led By: Mike Garcia 

Contact: Mike Garcia 

Phone: 206-226-2546 

Email: mikeyg2112@hotmail.com 


Edmonds Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Wilson Raj 

Contact: Paul Comte 

Phone: 206-963-7881 

Email: pfcomte@earthlink.net 
For Men Only 


Everett Tuesday 6:30pm 

Led By: Will Hofman 

Contact: Marc Fulmer 

Phone: 206-353-2328 

Email: marc.fulmer@agathosfoundation.org 


Federal Way Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Kurt Stender 

Contact: Michelle Stender 
Phone: 253- 874-2627 

Email: michelle@stenderlaw.com 


Greenlake Tuesday 

Led By: Ben Anderson 
Contact: Scott Richardson 
Phone: 206-227-2943 


Email: greenlakecommunitygroup@earthlink.net 


Greenlake Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Ryan Plasch 
Contact: Ryan Plasch 
Phone: 206-601-9505 
Email: rdplasch@yahoo.com 


Greenwood Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Contact: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Phone: 206-550-0007 
Email: pat_rickj}d@yahoo.com 


Greenwood Tuesday 7:30pm 
Led By: Drew Maxwell 

Contact: Drew and Lisa Maxwell 
Phone: 206-650-7085 

Email: lisa.maxwell@mac.com 


Greenwood Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led By: Nick Moceri 

Contact: Nick and Beth Moceri 
Phone: 206-219-9092 

Email: moceri@gmail.com 


Issaquah Tuesday 6:45pm 

Led By: Jason Cowan 

Contact: Jason Cowan 

Email: jasoncowan98@yahoo.com 


Kent Tuesday 9:30am 
Led By: Autumn Brown 
Contact: Autumn Brown 
Phone: 253-520-0086 
Email: planb4@gmail.com 
For Women Only 


Kirkland Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Tim Saint 
Contact: Laurie Saint 
Phone: 206-941-8359 
Email: tim@saintfamily.com 


Kirkland Tuesday 7:30pm 

Led By: Colin Jones 

Contact: Colin Jones 

Phone: 425-823-7923 

Email: colin@maverickinvestments.net 


Kirkland Tuesday 7:30pm 
Led By: Tim Zion 

Contact: Tim and Mariah Zion 
Phone: 206-427-7869 

Email: timzion@gmail.com 


Lake City Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Hunter Hadaway 

Contact: Hunter and Molly Hadaway 
Phone: 206-368-8952 

Email: mollyhadaway@comcast.net 


Lynnwood Tuesday 10:30am 
Led By: Melissa Woolley 
Contact: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Email: katfirst@comcast.net 
For Women Only 
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Lynnwood Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: James Dahlman 
Contact: Jim Dahlman 

Phone: 425-744-0588 

Email: jedahlman@hotmail.com 


Madrona Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Jeremy Culver 
Contact: Carlie Culver 
Phone: 206-910-7234 
Email: carlie142@yahoo.com 


Magnolia Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Barney Kropf 
Contact: Barney Kropf 
Phone: 206-227-6412 
Email: bkropf@spu.edu 


Magnolia Tuesday 7:30pm 
Led By: Zack Hubert 

Contact: Julie Hubert 

Phone: 206-355-5941 

Email: julieahubert@gmail.com 


Maple Leaf Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Luke Abrams 
Contact: Jessica Abrams 
Phone: 206-619-3824 

Email: jessica@theabrams.net 


North Seattle Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Mark Kaetzel 

Contact: Mark and Marin Kaetzel 
Phone: 206-361-2282 

Email: kaetzelfamily@msn.com 


North Seattle Tuesday 10am 
Led By: Trish Mahoney 
Contact: Trish Mahoney 
Email: trish@themahoney.com 
For Women Only 


Northgate Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Michael Adeney, Shane Day 
Contact: Michael Adeney 

Phone: 206-524-4142 

Email: mwadeney@u.washington.edu 


Northgate Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Edward Fedele 
Contact: Greg Allen 

Phone: 206-300-7006 

Email: greesha77@comcast.net 
For Men Only 


Northgate Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Brian Landsberger 

Contact: Brian and Heather Landsberger 
Phone: 206-658-5819 

Email: brian@landsberger.com 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Ryan James 
Contact: Ryan James 
Phone: 360-271-1224 
Email: jamesr@spu.edu 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Hockman, Sally Morrison 
Contact: Andrew Hockman 

Phone: 425-830-1805 

Email: sledge@getstunned.com 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Erik Carlson 
Contact: Erik Carlson 
Phone: 206-409-6640 
Email: erikec1 @yahoo.com 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Jeff Elmore 
Contact: Lindsey Martin 
Phone: 206-719-4512 
Email: lindseym@remax.net 


Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Dwayne Forehand 

Contact: Joy Forehand 

Phone: 206-650-7034 

Email: dforehand@marshillchurch.org 


Ravenna Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Nate Nelson 

Contact: Nate Nelson 

Phone: 206-321-2216 

Email: chrisandnatenelson@hotmail.com 


Sand Point Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Bret Niemann 

Contact: Bret and Christine Niemann 
Phone: 206-525-5541 

Email: christineanne78@yahoo.com 


Shoreline Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Bill Nieman, Matthew Winslow 
Contact: Bill and Joan Nieman 

Phone: 206-417-5565 

Email: joanandbill@seanet.com 


Shoreline Tuesday 10:30am 
Led By: Trisha Wilkerson 
Contact: Trisha Wilkerson 

Email: trisha@marshillchurch.org 
For Women Only 


Shoreline Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Dalton Roraback 

Contact: Dalton Roraback 

Phone: 425-246-9393 

Email: Dalton_roraback@mcgraw-hill.com 


Shoreline Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Andy Myers 
Contact: Heidi Myers 
Phone: 206-992-3019 
Email: alayne@gmail.com 


South Seattle Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Ted Dietz 

Contact: Ted and Sarah Dietz 
Phone: 206-755-0774 

Email: sarahdietz@comcast.net 


University District Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Mike Murphey 

Contact: Mike Murphey 

Phone: 206-579-1705 

Email: mmurphey@microsoft.com 
For Men Only 


Wallingford Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Dusty Wisniew 

Contact: Dusty and Corinne Wisniew 
Phone: 206-351-2261 

Email: dustywisniew@hotmail.com 


Wedgwood Tuesday 7pm 

Led By: Nathan Burke 

Contact: Nathan and Rachel Burke 
Phone: 206-407-9542 

Email: hexagon76@hotmail.com 


West Seattle Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led By: Scott Willhite 

Contact: Scott and Allison Willhite 
Phone: 206-251-1898 

Email: scott@alkihomes.com 


West Seattle Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Kyle Peters 

Contact: Kyle Peters 

Phone: 206-443-1685 

Email: kpetersQwestinbldg.com 


Ballard Wednesday 7pm 

Led By: ‘Jamin Latvala 
Contact: ‘Jamin Latvala 

Phone: 206-789-8344 

Email: Jamin.latvala@gmail.com 


Fremont Wednesday 7pm 

Led By: David Sheffield 
Contact: Molly Sheffield 

Phone: 206-849-9740 

Email: mollysheffield@gmail.com 


Kirkland Wednesday 6:30pm 
Led By: James Mallory 
Contact: James Mallory 
Phone: 206-940-3918 

Email: jrmallory@hotmail.com 


Lake City Wednesday 10am 

Led By: Molly Hadaway 

Contact: Molly Hadaway 

Phone: 206-368-8952 

Email: mollyhadaway@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Ravenna/Bryant Wednesday 7:30pm 
Led By: John Fromel 

Contact: John and Debbie Fromel 
Phone: 206-219-5312 

Email: debbie@fromel.com 


View Ridge Wednesday 7pm 

Led By: Matt Hudgins 

Contact: Matt Hudgins 

Phone: 206-753-7334 

Email: matthew.hudgins@uscm.org 


Ballard Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Jeremy Allen 

Contact: Jeremy Allen 

Phone: 206-851-4330 

Email: jeremy@youthexcellence.org 


Ballard Thursday 7:30pm 

Led By: Ted Cook 

Contact: Catherine Doner 

Phone: 206-579-9315 

Email: catherinedoner@hotmail.com 


Bellevue Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Cliff Low 
Contact: Cliff Low 
Phone: 425-747-0772 
Email: cliff_low@msn.com 


Bothell Thursday 10am 
Led By: Danielle Blazer 
Contact: Danielle Blazer 
Phone: 425-316-6803 
Email: daniblazer@aol.com 
For Women Only 


Bothell Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Tim Reber 

Contact: Mary Reber 

Phone: 425.670.0848 

Email: mary@rebecsolutions.com 


Edmonds Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Justin Schaeffer 
Contact: Amy Schaeffer 
Phone: 425-776-4374 

Email: schaeffers1 @verizon.net 


Greenlake Thursday 7:30pm 

Led By: Matt Cheung, Alyssa Smith 
Contact: Matt Cheung 

Phone: 206-853-8053 

Email: mbcheung@u.washington.edu 


Greenlake Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Brent Williams 
Contact: Aaron Webb 

Phone: 206-484-4674 

Email: beowulf47Wcomcast.net 


Greenwood Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Aaron Easter 
Contact: Leigh Georgianna 
Phone: 206-369-951 7 


Kent Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Shane Rehberg 
Contact: Shane Rehberg 

Email: srehberg@speakeasy.net 


Kirkland Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Mike Bates 
Contact: Michelle Bates 
Phone: 206-313-7757 
Email: mbrenee@gmail.com 


Lake City Thursday 7:30pm 

Led By: Jack McClain, Adam Christiansen 
Contact: Adam Christiansen 

Phone: 206-498-3551 

Email: adammchristiansen@hotmail.com 
For Men Only 


Lake Forest Park Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Mark Bergin 

Contact: Mark and Acacia Bergin 
Phone: 425-670-2853 

Email: mbergin@marshillchurch.org 


Lynnwood Thursday 7:15pm 
Led By: Kristian Ellefsen 
Contact: Bina Ellefsen 
Phone: 206-383-2092 

Email: binahe@yahoo.com 


North Bend Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Tim Pearson 

Contact: Tim and Susan Pearson 
Phone: 425-888-6662 

Email: timjpearson@hotmail.com 
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Phinney Ridge Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Chris Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 


Pioneer Square Thursday 6:30pm 
Led By: Jeff Bettger 

Contact: Jeff Bettger 

Phone: 206-227-4397 

Email: jeff.bettger@marshillchurch.org 


Ravenna Thursday 7pm 
Led By: Troy Dillon 
Contact: Margaret Bullitt 
Phone: 206-524-4401 
Email: mbullitt40Waol.com 


Shoreline Thursday 6:30pm 
Led By: Adam Sinnett 

Contact: Doug and Martha Smith 
Phone: 206-533-8058 

Email: dobsmms@verizon.net 


South Seattle Thursday 10am 
Led By: Kristina Wendorf 
Contact: Kristina Wendorf 
Phone: 206-722-01235 

Email: ktwendorf gmail.com 
For Women Only 


West Seattle Thursday 7pm 

Led By: David Wright 

Contact: David and Elizabeth Wright 
Phone: 206-658-0341 

Email: dewright8 109@msn.com 


Woodinville Thursday 7pm 

Led By: Mark Lautenbach 

Contact: Mark Lautenbach 

Phone: 206-235-1486 

Email: marklautenbach@comcast.net 


Kirkland Friday 10am 

Led By: Angela Giboney 
Contact: Angela Giboney 
Phone: 425-869-1759 

Email: anggiboney@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Phinney Ridge Friday 10am 
Led By: Kim Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Bainbridge Island Saturday 
Led By: Bob Moore 

Contact: Bob and Dixie Moore 
Phone: 206-842-1402 

Email: rim@bainbridge.net 


North Seattle Saturday 4:30pm 
Led By: Roger Friend 

Contact: Brooke Friend 

Phone: 206-364-5353 

Email: sixfriends@netzero.net 


Shoreline Saturday 5pm 

Led By: Mike Wilkerson 

Contact: Mike and Trisha Wilkerson 
Email: trisha@marshillchurch.org 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should | give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 

e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during 
service 
By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located 
in the foyers 
By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office 
if you would like some self addressed envelopes). 
Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card 
at www.marshillchurch.org. 
Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email 
giving@marshillchurch.org 
Donation of stock 


Sincerely, 
Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 
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CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS GIVING TRENDS 




















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
February 5 $100,000 $93,235 485 3346 
February 12 $100,000 $144,266 495 4206 
February 19 $100,000 $102,380 418 4170 
February 26 $100,000 $132,699 585 4547 
March 5 $100,000 $123,912 577 4346 
March 12 $100,000 $135,138 436 4402 




















(July 1, 2005-March 12, 2006) 


Total Given $3,514,055 

Households 2673 

Average Giving $155/month 
per household 


MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING EXPAND CAMPAIGN 
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*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don't represent actual surplus or deficit. 
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Mars Hill Children’s Ministry presents the 





first annual Backyard Bible Club for kids. 


his summer: July 10*- 11 i 
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Due to a growing church body 
and limitations with meeting 
space, we have purchased a new 
facility one block north at 1401 
NW 50th, started another MH 
site in Shoreline, and are planning 
a variety of growth options. We 
need to raise at least 3 million 
dollars this year — for full details 
check out the Expansion informa- 
tion at www.marshillchurch.org 


Needed funds $3,000,000 
Raised to date $1,841,209v 
Number of 

Giving Households 1,085 
Total Needed 

to be Raised $1,158,791 


IBLE CLUE 





If you're interested in helping, 
come to the info meeting at 
Mars Hill: Ballard, 4/9, 2:30 to 3. 


For more details, email: 
treasurecove@marshillchurch.org 


Column of 
Opportunity 


Here are some specific needs and announcements 
for the month of April. For more about getting 

involved at Mars Hill, email life@marshillchurch.org, 
or show up 40 minutes before any Sunday service. 


Serves Up 

April 8, 8:15am-noon 

Join us Saturday to help clean and beautify Fremont Canal Park. 
Be prepared to have fun, pull weeds and meet new people. 
Coffee and donuts will be provided. To sign up and get more 
information please contact covenant@marshillchurch.org. 


School of Rock 


The musicians and singers that serve in the Children's Ministry 
need a few more Mars Hill members to volunteer. Specifically, 
here's what they're looking for: (1) Singer for every other 
week at the 8:30 and 10:30 service, (2) Singer/guitar player 
for every other week at the 5pm service, (3) Singer/guitar 
player for every other week at 9:45 am service (Shoreline), (4) 
Singer/guitar player for every week at the second Shoreline 
service. If interested, please email Shauna Solomon at: 
shauna.solomon@marshillchurch.org 


Mentor Newlyweds 

We're looking for members who have been married at least 
two years, and who are willing to help guide newlyweds 
through their first year of marriage. There is an orienta- 
tion to explain more details about this opportunity. Email 
jen@marshillchurch.org for details. 





, GET OFF YOUR SEAT AND SHOW UP 40 MINUTES BEFORE ANY Teun Sete NON | 
Are you looking for the perfect spouse? Do you think you 
SUNDAY SERVICE AND A MARS HILL VOLUNTEER WILL GET YOU INVOLVED. might be the prefect spouse? Come find out, Friday Apri 
- i D 2. egal = 21st at 7pm. Pastor Lief will be speaking at Mars Hill: Ballard. 
‘a E Pi The topic? “Pastor Liefs Top Ten Characteristics of the 
Hs rá re Perfect Spouse.” What's #1? Here's a hint: it’s not Stairway 
aN to Heaven OR Hotel California. 
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¿USAR Save the Dates 
dE July 10 - July 14 

Treasure Cove is the backyard Bible club version of Vacation 
Bible School, meeting in multiple homes and neighborhoods 
rather than in one church building. This program is a great 
opportunity for kids to learn about Jesus, for adults to serve 
kids, and for Mars Hill to reach out to the community. Each 
day of this week-long program, children take off on a treasure 
hunt—digging into Scripture to find the greatest treasure of all 
(hint: starts with a “J”). To help out with this event (or for more 
information) email treasurecove@marshillchurch.org. 
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M MARS HILL CHURCH 


May 19* — 21% 
Friday 6pm until Sunday 12pm at Warm Beach Campgrounds 


= a 


Registration $100 f; 


Training men up in Biblical manhood - 


wight the Hood wight www.marshillchurch.org 
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